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Protocol 

Your Excellencies 

President of the 73rd WHA 

DG WHO 

Delegates of the WHA 

Distinguished Participants 

 

I bring greetings and best wishes from the Government and people of the 

Federal Republic of Nigeria. 

2. I congratulate you, Madame President and other officials, on your elections 

to steer the 73rd session of the World Health Assembly and I recognize the 

achievements of the World Health Organization, under the able leadership of 

Director– General, Dr. Tedros Ghebreyesus, and his agenda in the fight against the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

3.  Nigeria noted the escalating devastation wreaked on nations of the world 

since January 2020, the shocking loss of lives and damage to economies and 

livelihoods, even in countries with staunch health systems. We empathise with all 

families who lost loves ones in this pandemic. Well before the first case was 

imported into our country, we put up, with resources at our disposal, a robust 

preparedness and response plan.  Early screening with thermal scanners and 

collection of health and travel history information from arriving passengers at all 

Points of Entry and strengthening infection prevention and control measures, let us 

buy time to address health system gaps with the help of WHO, partners and donors. 

Our first COVID-19 case was a, diagnosed on 27th of February 2020, 2 days after 

arrival by air. Prompt testing identified him and one contact out of 179 traced. 

Subsequent virus imports and the dramatic global spread underpin the extent to 

which all nations are connected. 
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4.  Our government set up a Task Force on covid-19 in March to coordinate a 

multisectoral effort to contain spread and mitigate impact on citizens' lives. The 

Task Force provides policy direction, sets priorities and mobilizes resources to 

support and coordinate the National Emergency Operation. 

 5.  A 5-week lockdown was instituted in four high burden States, the air 

gateways for COVID-19 importation to Nigeria. The lockdown has since been 

relaxed to allow essential economic activities. All land, air and sea borders have 

been sealed to all, but emergency and essential services. 

6. Nigeria is scaling up testing, surveillance risk communication, Isolation and 

case management capacity. We also increased health worker training, to curtail 

infection in the line of duty. 

8.  Non-pharmaceutical measures taken to reduce risk of transmission include 

closure of domestic air and rail passenger service, prohibition of non-essential 

interstate road travel and a nationwide dusk to dawn curfew. Persons arriving 

Nigeria undergo supervised mandatory 14-day quarantine. 

9.  Use of cloth masks is mandatory for all persons when outside their homes, to 

leave medical grade masks to frontline health workers. Personal Protective 

Equipment, diagnostic, medical devices and kits, have been supplied to 

healthcare facilities. Nigeria appreciates its healthcare workers and has assured 

them of have been assured hazard bonuses and insurance. 

10.  The COVID-19 pandemic has elicited new level of collaboration between 

private and public sectors and among nations and agencies, which will hopefully 

help develop and transform health sectors around the world and bring together 

players in Industry, Banking, Business and philanthropy.  

11.  Nigeria is participating in and supporting the WHO led Solidarity drug trials 

and other research initiatives aimed at finding vaccines and developing treatment 

options. 

12.  A national Economic Sustainability committee was set up to develop a 

comprehensive response to socio-economic disruptions and dislocations caused 
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by the COVID-19 and chart a way into the post COVID-19 era. In this regard, 

Nigeria is already studying options to rebuild its health system, using all lessons 

learned. A state sponsored stimulus package is to help micro, small and medium 

scale enterprises to recovery, and social palliatives have been put up to alleviate 

impact on the poor and vulnerable. Nigeria's two-step approach protects lives and 

preserves livelihoods of citizens and residents. In this regard we have made it a 

point to keep essential, non-COVID-19 health services alive, especially RMNCH and 

immunization at primary healthcare level. 

13.  Finally, I note that Nigeria has stayed polio free since the last case reported 

in August 2016, critical for sustaining polio eradication from Africa. We shall strive to 

maintain the status. 

15. I thank the WHO and UN Agencies partners, countries and organizations, 

who have extended a generous hand of solidarity to Nigeria during this trying 

period. 

16.  Thank you for your attention. 

May 18, 2020 


