
HONOURABLE MINISTER OF STATE’S SPEECH AT THE INAUGURATION OF THE 
NATIONAL HEALTH RESEARCH COMMITTEE HELD ON THE 8TH OF MAY, 2020 
 
PROTOCOLS 
  
1.I am delighted to welcome you to the inauguration of the National Health Research 
Committee, which we have to hold virtually due to the prevailing circumstances. Membership of 
the Committee is as follows: 
2.I congratulate the Chairman, Professor Babatunde Salako and every other member of this 
important body for being found worthy to serve in this Committee. These members were 
carefully selected from research institutions like Nigerian Institute of Medical Research, National 
Institute of Pharmaceutical Research and Development, National Veterinary Research Institute, 
and the Academia to form this body of accomplished multidisciplinary researchers. You were 
also chosen to reflect all the Geo-Political Zones in the country as enshrined in the National 
Health Act, 2014 (NHAct, 2014). 
3.The NHAct, 2014 provides for the establishment of this Committee with the following 
functions: 
• Promote health research to be carried out by public and private health authorities in Nigeria; 
• Ensure that health research agenda and research resources focus on priority health problems; 
• Develop and advise the Minister on the application and implementation of an integrated 
national strategy for health research; and 
• Collate and document information on the research activities of public and private health 
establishments. 
4.A Terms of Reference document which contains a comprehensive package of your 
responsibilities derived from the NHAct, 2014 and the National Health Research Policy and 
Priorities, 2014 would have been sent to you by now. You will be doing the country a great 
service by delivering on your mandate, as we work together to move the health sector to greater 
heights in research for development. 
5.Despite the development of the National Health Research Policy and Priorities in 2014, health 
research in the country has largely been uncoordinated with lack of synergy between the 
various research institutions, the academia and policy makers. Health research has often been 
dictated by the preferences of the researchers and institutions, without recourse to the priority 
health needs of the country as documented in the National Health research Policy. Excellent 
research findings are probably gracing the shelves of libraries in the various institutions without 
having the desired impact on the health system due to this disconnect between the institutions 
and policy makers. 
6.This Committee is expected to fill this gap and be able to collate important research findings 
from the respective institutions and translate the same to policy for evidence based health 
interventions. We are counting on your wealth of experience evident in your individual 
accomplishments at your various research domains over the years. 
7.The World Health Organisation(W.H.O) is currently supporting the Ministry to develop a 
National Research for Health Strategic Plan (NRHSP) which should form the basis for the 
implementation of prioritized research activities to strengthen leadership, coordination and 



funding for health research in the country. A team comprising stakeholders in health research 
was constituted to work with W. H. O. and the Ministry to develop the NRHSP. Your Committee 
should collaborate with the team to actualise this strategic plan as well as the Operational Plan. 
8.Your job is enormous and this becomes more so now that we are faced with the COVID- 19 
pandemic. The global community is involved in research to find the most effective strategy to 
slow down and eventually halt the spread of the virus. Nigeria shouldn’t be an exception. The 
Committee should quickly develop a COVID -19 Research Agenda for the country, adapting the 
WHO Research Roadmap to our local situation and commence the aggregation of all COVID-19 
researches in the country. 
9.It is also important that the Committee swiftly identify and source for funds, within and outside 
the country to carry out relevant research. The Ministry on its part will give you all the necessary 
support. 
10.The expectation from this Committee is great, given the calibre of professionals in it. I will 
therefore be awaiting clear deliverables in the next couple of weeks. 
11.Dear colleagues, let me conclude by thanking you for accepting to serve in this Committee at 
this trying time. I encourage you all to participate actively. I await your recommendations that 
would drive policy development to strengthen the health sector. Congratulations once again and 
thanks for answering the call to serve in this respect. 
12.God bless Nigeria. 
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