
State Governors and key 

stakeholders in Delta, 

Ogun, Taraba and Yobe 

States have made com-

mitments to support ac-

tivities that will lead to the 

elimination of malaria in 

the country. 

These were in response to 

advocacy visits by the Na-

tional Malaria Elimination 

Programme (NMEP) and 

Partners to provide up-

dates on malaria pro-

grams and activities in 

their respective States. 

The Executive Governor of 

Taraba State, Arc. Darius 

Dickson Ishaku specifically 

committed to supporting 

the last mile distribution 

(LMD) component of the 

SMC campaigns, flagging off the SMC campaign in the 

state, and ccontinuing to provide support for malaria con-

trol in Taraba state. 

In the same vain, His Excellency, the Executive Governor 

of Ogun state , Prince Adedapo Oluseun Abiodun who 

was represented 

by the Deputy 

Governor, Engr. 

Mrs Noimot Sa-

lako- Oyedele, 

stated that the 

state will fill all 

the identified 

gaps in the ma-

laria control  ac-

tivities  through counterpart funding arrangement, pro-

vide security for ITN campaign personnel, air jingles for 

ITNs campaign in the state, and ensure distribution of 

ITNs in all the LGAs. Similar sentiments were expressed by 

the Delta State Government. 

Similarly, the Yobe state government through the Deputy 

Governor of the state, Mr Mamman Bello Ali, who 

represented the Executive Governor of the state, Mai 

Mala Buni, said Yobe state government will do the 

needful as it concerns the State’s responsibility un-

der GF grant. He directed the Hon. Commissioner for 

Health and his team to ensure the State Government 

promptly redeems all the state’s commitments as 

required and also ensure continuous support for the 

malaria programme. Continued on page 2 
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Additionally, key stakeholders 
in Delta State such as Ministries 

of Information, Chieftaincy 
Affairs, Budget, and Women 
Affairs have also pledged to 
contribute their quota to elimi-
nating malaria in the State. 

The Commissioner, Delta State 
Ministry of Finance, represent-
ed by the Permanent Secretary 
of the Ministry, Mr Cornelius 
Semiteje, committed to dis-
burse health allocations as soon 
as the approval is gotten. The 
Permanent Secretary, Delta 
State Ministry of Women 
Affairs, Mrs Kevwe Agas, prom-
ised to organize step-down sen-
stization sessions using the rele-
vant women groups’ meeting 
days. 

The Permanent Secretary, Delta 
State Ministry of Chieftaincy 
Affairs, requested for a revisit 
by the advocacy team to meet 
with all the traditional rulers in 

the state during their monthly 
meeting. He promised to repro-

duce the 
advocacy 
talking points 
for tradition-
al rulers and 
avail them 
with copies 
of the docu-
ment. 

On his own 
part, the 

Honourable Commissioner for 
Information, represented by 
the Permanent Secretary, Mr 
Paul Osahor (JP), pledged to air 
for free malaria jingles on rele-
vant state owned media and to 
use existing platforms to sensi-
tize the public on ways to pre-
vent, test and treat malaria as 
well as access free malaria ser-
vices. 

The Permanent Secretary, Di-
rectorate of Local Government 
Affairs, Mr E.B Itedjere, said he 
would arrange for the advocacy 
team to meet with all the Local 
Government Chairmen in the 
state to have a close interaction 
with them. The General Manag-
er, Delta Broadcasting Station 
(DBS), Mr Frank Whyte 
Osagohien, pledged to champi-
on the 
‘ZeroMalariaStartsWithMe’ 
Campaign free of charge on air, 
use the advocacy talking points 

and other ma-
laria materials 
at their disposal 
to carry out free 
sensitization on 
malaria in pidg-
in and other 
local dialects, 
and hold 
meetings with 

all the various media outlets on how best to foster 
messaging on malaria elimination in the state. 

In the meantime, the Delta State Commissioner of 
Health represented by the Permanent Secretary, Dr 
Ejiro Ogheneaga assured the advocacy team of im-
proved support for malaria control activities, engage-

ment of 
more health workers to address the malaria challenge 
among other diseases, and to ensure that the ware-
house for medical commodities is completed. .  

Following a yearlong global engagement with various 

malaria stakeholders, Harvard University along-side 

co-sponsors have recently presented a global webi-

nar on ‘’Rethinking Malaria in the Context of COVID–

19. 

 The event was chaired by Professor Rose Leke with 

reputable key speakers and discussants across the 

globe such as the Director, Global Malaria Pro-

gramme, World Health Organization, Dr Pedro L. 

Alonso, Malaria Technical Director, National Malaria 

Elimination Programme (NMEP) Professor Olugben-

ga Ayodeji Mokuolu and others. 

The webinar proposed new strategies for malaria gov-

ernance and financing at the global, national, and 

district/community levels,  identified opportunities for 

maximizing impact with existing tools and best prac-

tices through strengthened implementation, highlight-

ed areas where new technology and operational inno-

vation (from COVID–19 learnings and beyond) can 

catalyze progress toward malaria eradication and 

elimination, and also identified essential gaps in train-

ing and capacity building to continue innovation. 

(For more, visit https://rethinkingmalaria.org/)  

Rethinking Malaria in COVID-19  
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Following the Malaria annual re-

view meeting held in Abuja earli-

er, the World Health Organization 

has supported the conduct of zonal 

review meetings.  

These meetings, facilitated by 

NMEP and WHO, held across all 

the six geopolitical zones, and 

drew participants from the Direc-

torate of Public Health (DPH), 

Primary Health Care (PHC) and 

Planning, Research and Statistics 

(DPRS). Representatives of PMI 

for States (PMI-S) and Dangote 

Foundation also participated at the 

meetings. 

According to reports from WHOôs 

country office, the meetings re-

viewed the operational plans, de-

veloped action plans, and provided 

opportunities to build technical 

and programme management ca-

pacity as well as share experienc-

es.  

At the end of each of the 4-day 

workshops, zonal and state by 

state performance score cards were 

generated, from which action 

plans were drawn. Participants 

capacities were built on the use of 

the Mobile DQA app and on the 

development of the malaria bulle-

tins through the National Malaria 

Data Repository (NMDR). State 

programmes developed their ma-

laria 

bul-

letins as part of the meeting output 

To strengthen programme owner-

ship, capacity for programme 

management and domestic re-

source mobilization was built. 

States developed their stateôs ma-

laria advocacy and resource mobi-

lization plans, as well as technical 

support plans for NMEP/Partnerôs 

support. 

The meeting ended with engage-

ment of the Directors of Public 

health, primary healthcare and 

planning, research and statistics, 

which focused on how to support 

Cross section of participants from the South West Zonal Review 

NMEP Conducts iMSV 

APCON hosts NMEP, BA-N  

An iMSV session at one of the PHCs 

Representatives of NMEP and Breakthrough Action Nigeria (BA-N) have 
paid an advocacy visit to the Registrar, Advertising Practitioners Council 
of Nigeria (APCON), Dr Olalekan Fadolapo and his team in Abuja to seek 
support for correct malaria messaging and discuss possible ways of ad-
dressing the issue of misleading adverts which highlights malaria treat-
ment without testing. This was a follow up based on observations on 
advertisements from pharmaceutical companies that encourage Nigeri-
ans to self-diagnose and self-treat malaria with ACTs once there is fever 
and other symptoms of malaria without the explicit mention or refer-
ence to the nationally recommended parasitological testing.  

During the visit it was stressed that proper diagnosis is important in en-
suring patients receive the right treatment at the right time as parasite-
based diagnostic testing of malaria improves the overall management of 
patients with febrile illnesses, particularly by helping to identify patients 
who do not have malaria and as such do not need an antimalarial medi-
cine but a different treatment. The malaria partners emphasized that 
following this protocol will also allow prompt testing and proper treat-
ment of other causes of fever  

NMEP and partners have conducted integrated mentor-
ing and supervisory visits (iMSVs) to selected states in 
Nigeria.  

According to information from the Case Management 
(CM) unit of NMEP, the visits had the objectives to facili-
tate adherence to the current national guidelines on 
diagnosis and treatment of malaria, malaria in pregnan-
cy, as well as assess malaria prevention, diagnosis and 
treatment practices at primary, secondary and tertiary 
health facilities.  

They visits also sought to identify ways to strengthen 
the health sector to deliver malaria control interventions 
more effectively, provide on-site hands-on mentorship 
and coaching to health care providers where necessary, 
triangulate and clean-up of data errors identified after 
uploading HMIS data on DHIS and LMIS data on 
Navision. Additionally, the visits provided the opportuni-
ty to do on-the-job mentoring of health workers on case 
management of malaria and malaria in pregnancy, spot-
check on data collection and collation processes, and 

follow up on issues identified from previous iMSVs at 
States and LGAs. 

 

Key findings from the visits, according to reports, were 
unavailability of job aids/malaria algorithm and MIP poli-
cy documents, poor data management in most facilities, 
inadequate trained medical personnel to handle malaria 

A group photo at the end of the advocacy to APCON 
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Recognizing the critical role of 

religious leaders as influencers 

and role models in their various 

communities and the recent 

roles played during the COVID 

19 pandemic, Breakthrough 

ACTION-Nigeria (BA-N) has 

organized a one-day advocacy 

workshop for Faith-Based Or-

ganizations (FBO) on Malaria in 

six states (Akwa Ibom, Benue, 

Cross River, Nasarawa, Plateau 

and Oyo).  

A total of 240 executive mem-

bers of FBOs drawn from Chris-

tian Association of Nigeria 

(CAN), Jamaôatu Nasril Islam 

(JNI) and Federation of Muslim 

Women Association of Nigeria 

(FOMWAN) attended the work-

shop in the six states. 

According to information from 

BA-N office in Abuja, the aim 

of the workshop was to get the 

commitment of FBOs in the 

statesô health programmes with 

specific focus on malaria and 

including support for health 

infrastructure and staffing. The 

workshop provided orientation 

for the leaders of FBOs on the 

current burden and control ef-

forts for Malaria in Nigeria, 

highlighted the roles and re-

sponsibilities of FBOs and their 

members in malaria control ef-

forts, and got them to commit 

on actionable next steps to im-

prove participation of religious 

organizations and leaders in 

malaria programming and mes-

saging. The workshop also 

served as an avenue to further 

strengthen the linkage between 

religious leaders, the state and 

LGA health authorities to im-

prove collaboration in malaria 

control. 

At the end of the workshops, 

faith-based organizations in 

attendance made various commitments to support govern-

ment efforts in malaria control. Commitments made in-
cluded: refurbishment of dilapidated PHCs, adoption of 

some primary health centers for improved services, dona-

tion of malaria commodities and consumables, mission-

ary health outreaches in collaboration with the state gov-

ernment, leveraging on its members to use their pulpits to 

disseminate messages on malaria to increase awareness 

and promote the practice of positive malaria behaviors, 

establishing health/welfare committee in churches and 
mosques to assist members access malaria services, and 

to have retired members serve as volunteer in selected 

health facilities.  

Breakthrough ACTION-Nigeria stated that it will contin-

ue to work with these Faith Based Organizations to en-

sure the fulfilment of their commitments for improved 

malaria outcomes in the six states. The workshop was 

done in collaboration with the TB programme being sup-

ported also by BA-N.    

ria.  

The Integrated Vector Man-

agement (IVM) unit of NMEP 

stated that the first phase will 

gather baseline information 

(with respect to species com-

position, relative abundance, 

room resting density, human 

biting rate, and feeding status, 

In a bid to reinforce malaria 

elimination efforts in the coun-

try, the Federal Ministry of 

Health through the National 

Malaria Elimination Pro-

gramme in collaboration with 

Olomitutu Kalt Limited has 

commenced a pilot trial of 

Aragon Insecticide for malaria 

vector control in Nigeria. 

The trial is taking place in Eb-

onyi and Niger States of Nige-

i.e., abdominal physiological condition) on anopheline 

vectors of malaria in the selected communities. It will 

also determine the insecticidal efficacy of Aragon as 

an aerosol spray against malaria vectors in the select-

ed communities as well as people’s perception and 

acceptability of Aragon insecticide for malaria vector 

control.  

The unit noted that the product, if confirmed to be ef-

fective, will offer unique contributions to the control of 

vectors especially mosquitoes and vector borne dis-

eases, especially among those who work late in the 

night and whose bodies cannot tolerate everyday di-

rect skin application of mosquito repellents, in schools, 

public places such as recreation centers, social cen-

ters, health facilities such as hospital, etc. essentially 

as a personal protective measure. 

The unit added that, additionally, Integrated Residual 

Spray (IRS) is being implemented in Borno state with 

support from MENTOR Initiative. This is being carried 

out in 3 LGAs  - Jere, Maiduguri and Mongunu. The 

1st phase of implementation is currently ongoing. 

Pilot Trials for Malaria Vector 

Control Commenced 

A cross section of participants at the workshop  

NC/NMEP, Dr Perpetua Uhomoibhi  
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Meanwhile, the Permanent 

Secretary, FMoH, Mallam 

Maman Mahmuda, who was 

represented by the Director of 

Public Health, Dr Alex Okoh, 

maintained that achieving the 

NMEP and the health sectorôs 

mandate is intrinsically tied 

with the ability to generate 

good data for evidence-based 

decision making and proper 

planning and as such, it is ex-

pected that this data generating 

drive be sustained in a periodic 

manner. The PS highlighted 

efforts that have gone into the 

planning of the 2021 NMIS, 

spanning from several meet-

ings of the Survey Manage-

ment Committee (SMC) and 

Survey Implementation Com-

mittee (SIC) review of ques-

tionnaires, production of field 

manuals to assessment of la-

boratories in the various geo-

political zones as staining sites 

or Quality Assurance (QA) 

labs.  

The Director of Public Health, 

Dr Alex Okoh, represented by 

the National Coordinator, Na-

tional Malaria Elimination 

Program, Dr Perpetua Uhomoi-

bi, in her closing address en-

joined the Press to help sensi-

tize the populace on the com-

mencement of the survey to 

ensure their cooperation with 

field personnel. She appreciat-

ed all government bodies and agen-

cies as well as all malaria partners 

who have been part of the survey 

process.  

The National Malaria Elimination 

Program (NMEP) has carried out a 

Health Care Service Providers' Behav-

ior supervisory visits in 13 Global 

Fund-supported states.  

This activity, conducted by the Advo-
cacy, Communication and Social Mo-
bilization (ACSM) unit, sought to 
understand the relationship and inter-
action that exists between health care 
providers and clients and how these 
affect uptake of malaria interventions. 
 

According to reports obtained from the 

ACSM unit, primary, secondary, and 

tertiary health facilities, as well as 

State Primary Health Care Develop-

ment Agencies and Hospital Manage-

ment Boards in the targeted 13 States 

were visited. Key findings from the 

visits, according to reports from the 

qualitative interviews conducted high-

lighted the following issues as con-

straints to elicitation of required pro-

vider behavior: work overload, poor 

motivation of health workers, inade-

quate malaria commodities and tools, 

inadequate training on provider behav-

ior, and patientsô attitudinal issues. 

The reports called for employment of 

more health workers, increased remu-

neration, regular supply of malaria 

commodities, availability of counsel-

ing room in health facilities, as well as 

training and retraining of health work-

ers   

 

The World Health Organization (WHO) has 

recommended the use of the RTS,S/AS01 

(RTS,S) malaria vaccine among children in 

sub-Saharan Africa and in other regions with 

moderate to high P. falciparum malaria trans-

mission. This recommendation is based on re-

sults from an ongoing pilot programme in Gha-

na, Kenya and Malawi that has reached more 

than 800 000 children since 2019. 

This was contained in a full evidence report on 

the vaccine prepared by the Malaria Vaccine 

Implementation Programme (MVIP) Pro-

gramme Advisory Group (PAG).  

In a press release the WHO Director-General, 

Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, said the use 

of the vaccine on top of existing tools to pre-

vent malaria could save tens of thousands of 

young lives each year. 

Following the advice of WHO global advisory 

bodies, one for immunization and the other for 

malaria, the Organization recommends that in 

the context of comprehensive malaria control 

the RTS,S/AS01 malaria vaccine be used for 

the prevention of P. falciparum malaria in chil-

dren living in regions with moderate to high 

transmission as defined by WHO. The malaria 

vaccine should be provided in a schedule of 4 

doses in children from 5 months of age for the 

reduction of malaria disease and burden. 

Key findings of the pilot countries showed the 

vaccine to be feasible to deliver, has a strong 

safety profile, and with no negative impact on 

uptake of bed nets, other childhood vaccina-

tions or health seeking behavior for febrile ill-

ness. The vaccine is also reported as having 

high impact in real-life childhood vaccination 

settings and is highly cost-effective. .  

NPC Rep making his speech 

WHO Recommends Malar-

NMEP Conducts PBS 

Visits to States  

NMEP NC reading address of DPH 

WHO DG—Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus  



of Health, Dr Osagie Ehanire, 

represented by the Permanent 

Secretary, Federal Ministry of 

Health, Mallam Maman Mahmu-

da, stated that the last in-

country malaria indicator survey 

was conducted in 2015 which 

availed Nigeria the opportuni-

ties to ascertain the progress 

made in the national malaria 

control efforts. He observed that 

the trajectory in the achieve-

ments being recorded over 

time shows gradual paradigm 

shift from malaria control to 

malaria elimination informed by 

evidences tracked over the 

years and the use of innovative 

technologies in activity imple-

mentation. 

The Hon Minister said the 2021 

NMIS when completed will re-

flect how the key findings align 

with the performance frame-

work of the operating National 

The National Malaria Elimination Pro-

gramme (NMEP) in collaboration with the 

National Population Commission (NPC) 

with technical support from ICF Internation-

al has commenced the conduct of the 2021 

Nigeria Malaria Indicator Survey (NMIS). 

The survey will be tracking several indica-

tors on net use, practices used to test and 

treat, prevalence of malaria, and 

knowledge/ attitudes/practices among oth-

ers. 

Speaking at the launch of the NMIS data 

collection recently, the Honorable Minister 

Malaria Strategic Plan (NMSP), the 

Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDG 3), the Global Technical Strate-

gy (GTS) 2016 – 2030, and efforts in 

achieving the Universal Health Cov-

erage (UHC). He expressed optimism 

that the survey will generate the 

much needed data that will help re-

view strategies for combating the 

malaria menace in the country, identi-

fy gaps, as well as afford the oppor-

tunity to contribute individual and 

collective quota to the elimination of 

the disease. Continued on Page 5 
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